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Communities on Parade 
 
Every year the great Pako Parade presents a seemingly never-ending procession of colour, 
costumes and culture. As well as local schools, businesses and community groups – a key to the 
parade is always our own cultural communities who live and work right here in Geelong. Here are 
just a few of the many cultural communities in our parade that you can look out for. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Ukranian Community of Geelong 
Their costumes are rich in colour and reflect the colours of the Ukrainian culture. The Ukrainian 
wreath, or vinok as it is known in Ukrainian, is a headdress made from leaves, flowers and 
branches worn by girls and young unmarried women. Typically, four types of flowers make up this 
vinok and each flower has its own symbolism.  The blue cornflower symbolises gentleness, the 
chamomile flower - harmony and love, the red poppy stands for youth and the hollyhock – beauty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
Greek Community 
The Greek Community of Geelong runs a Language School and 
Cultural classes every Saturday morning.  The focus is on 
language learning, understanding Greek culture and dance.The 
Greek program is offered to all students from Prep through to VCE 
level. Classes are from 9am – 1pm on Saturday mornings. 
 

Australian Lebanese Youth Association (ALYA) 

The Australian Lebanese Youth Association (ALYA) is a non-
political and non-religious organisation that was founded in 2005. 
The group aims to strengthen ties between Australia and Lebanon, 
promote tourism between the two countries and display elements 
of Lebanese culture to the wider Australian society. 
  

 

The Lithuanian Geelong Community  
This group was formed in the early 1950‟s.  The membership in 
those days was 500 – 600 strong. Today, membership is only 
around 100, but it is still a very active community supporting a 
sports club - „Vytis‟,  a mixed voices choir and a national dancing 
group which take part in the Pako Festa activities every year.  
 

Bulgarian Society of Geelong 
The Bulgarian Voices are called to be mystery.  Experts are still 
trying to explain the incredible range of the Bulgarian voice and 
the variety of songs.  Its unique sound was universally 
acknowledged by the fact that the popular Rhodope song “Izlel e 
Delyu hiadutin” sung bu the talented singer Valya Balkanska was 
recorded on a gold record and was sent as a message to outer 
space on the American spaceship Voyager in 1977. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Filipino Community of Geelong 
The Filipino participation in the parade is a combined effort of the various groups in Geelong, 
particularly the Filpino Social club and the Geelong Cultural Dance Group. Dancing and songs are 
the most common forms of entertainment in the Philippines, performed during fiestas and other 
gatherings.  They depict religious ceremonies, love, courtship,marriage, war and victory,.  There are 
111 ethnic groups in the Philippines hence the different dances and costumes.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Māori Community of Geelong- Te Arahina 
Since 2004 the Māori community have undergone many changes within its group, but one thing that 
has never changed is its purpose of bringing people together to bring about awareness of a 
beautiful and valuable culture. The teachings from each other and kaumatua –ko ma tu a (elders) 
has enriched a culture here in Australia, that can be passed down to the next generation and many 
more to come.  

 
Geelong Chinese Association 
The Chinese Association of Geelong has been 
operating for around 10 years and has 
approximately 150 members. 
They aim: 

 To promote and maintain the Chinese 
language and culture in the Geelong 
Community;  

 To give a representation voice on behalf 
of the Geelong Chinese Community;  

 To provide an infrastructure for closer 
communication and interaction for 
Chinese families and individuals;  

 To assist Chinese families and individuals 
in being integrated into the Australian 
society. 

 

 

 

Geelong Iranian Society 
Geelong Iranian Society was established in 2006 and 
has participated in this cultural event three times.  They 
are very happy to be a part of multi-cultural Australia. 
The Geelong Iranian Society is proud to be bringing 
Australian, Iranian and other citizens together. The 
group aims to share their Persian culture and the 
history of Iran. 
 
Hungarian Dance Group - Mezei Virag 
The Hungarian Community consists of St. Laszlo 
Senior Citizens Social Club and the Mezei Virag Dance 
Ensemble. Both groups have participated in Pako Festa 
for the last 27 years.   
Hungarian folk dance culture is characterised by 
ornately decorated, colourful costumes, energetic 
music and a wide unique variety of figures and steps.  
 

Geelong Dutch Clubs Inc 
The Geelong Dutch Club has been involved with Pako Festa since the 
very first event in 1983. In the early years, they sold apple fritters, 
croquettes and herring salads. At that time there were no clog dancers 
or people taking part in the parade. Taking part in the parades, has 
given the group an identity, just about everybody recognises them. They 
are proud to be part of this multicultural organisation and hope to 
continue for many more years to come. 
 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Geelong Irish Society 
The Geelong Irish Society was formed some 38 years ago and has well over a 100 families in their 
community.They are affiliated with Diversitat and have been very active participants in all their 
programs and activities.The Geelong Irish Society was formed for the promotion and preservation of 
Irish Culture and Traditions. 
 
                                                                                                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thai Community Geelong 
Pako Festa welcomes the Thai Community of Geelong dressed in their traditional Thai costume and 
presenting the portrait of the much beloved king and queen'. You can see some are wearing the 
yellow top with the royal king logo.  The logo shows for respect for the King, and yellow is his 
favourite colour. 
 
Polish Community 
The Polish Community has been part of Geelong for over 50 years. They are very proud of their 
achievements over that time. The community has its base at White Eagle House in Fellmongers Rd. 
The community is marching with their own dance group, the Krakowiak Polish Dance Group.  
The Dance group was established over 50 years ago, when first generation Australian children from 
Polish immigration were given the opportunity to explore their folklore through dance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Serbian Orthodox Community  
The Serbian Orthodox community have been in the Pako 
parade for many, many years and are always a favourite 
with the crowds. The group performs various traditional folk 
dances from different parts of their home land. These 
dances have evolved over a period of thousands of years 
from different historical influences. 
 
U.D „Kolo‟ Serbian Dance Group 
"Serbian Dance Group K.U.D. 'Kolo' was established in 2007 
under the direction of choreographer Nikola Jovic. 'Kolo' 
aims to preserve and promote Serbian culture through song 
and dance, and its repotoire includes varied folk dances 
from different regions of Serbia, with colourful costumes to 
match. 
 

 
The Macedonian Community of Geelong 
This community consists of members of the folk dancing youth group 
BISER and other members in a range of regional costumes.  From 
region to region, costumes vary greatly in colour, design and 
accessories.  These costumes were worn for ceremonial or festive 
occasions. Day to day wear was much plainer.The traditional colours 
are red, yellow and black and most regional costumes will involve 
some combination of these. 
 
For over 20 years BISER has provided opportunities for young 
Australians of Macedonian background to get together, socialise, 
maintain folk-dancing traditions and to express themselves through 
newly choreographed pieces. BISER caters for anyone interested in 
dancing, aged from 5 years upwards.  
 

Croatian Community   
Established in 1972, the Croatian Cultural Artistic 
Group “LADO” Geelong play an integral role in 
showcasing and promoting the rich and proud 
Croatian culture and heritage through music, song 
and dance.  The ensemble owns a rich collection 
of sheet music, instruments, costumes and 
choreographies, which result in an impressive 
choreographic and musical repertoire. 
 

 

 

 

 


